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to be deplored by the Innocent 4 
as well ar the Guilty. * 
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1 0 the followiay Bortic To 
was deſigned for the Preſs 
one Time or other, it would not 
have been printed at this Time, had 

it not been for ſome-new Attempts 
of the Diſſenters, to vindicate them- 
ſelves as to the Murder of the bleſ- 
ſed King Charles the ' Firſt, 1 wiſh 
with all my Heart they could fully 
clear themſelves in this Reſpect: 

But as the Method they have now 
taken, will avail but little towards 
their Juſtification before ' God or 
Men; I have in this Diſcourſe 
pointed out to them the only Me- 
thod that can be effectual in this 
Caſe; and I am not without Hopes 
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77 4 44 
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that ſome of them, at leaſt, will 
be induced to comply therewith, 


coy when OP ſhall perceive 
that 
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PREFACE. 


that my Deſign is not to provoky 
x tipbraid, or infult, but only to cot 
vince and mage them for * 
own Good. 
The Pamphlet Greene 
was, I find, firſt publiſhed in the 
Year 1717, but it was not my For- 
tune to ſee it before the laſt Pub- 
lication about three Months ago; 
Which I here take Notice of, is 
order to ſatisfy the Reader, that a3 
this Sermon could not be intended 
for an Anſwer to that Pamphlet, ſo 
neither have I made any Alteration 
in it upon that Account, having 
1, preſume, ſaid enough beforehant 
Ip ſhow tha Vanky of al * Vin; 
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Wherefore they cried unto the 125 
and ſaid, We beſeech thee, O Lo 
ws beſcech thee, let us nat periſh for 
this mans life, and lay not upon ur 
innocent blood : for thou, O Lord, 
ba done as it pleaſed tee. 


HESSE Words were ſpoken by 

ſeafaring Men, that were Aliens 

and Strangers from the Common- ' / 
| wealth of Jfrach, and _ Oc- 
cupation, as it expoſes Men to reateſt . 
Demers! ſo does it often teach them 10 vyhat 
Manner to apply themſelves to God, on 
ſudden or emergent Occafion, The W. 


were delivered in the Time of a great L 
and on Occaſion of caſting Jonab into the 
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Writings Hough he was 

firſt in Order of Time, he has been thought 

to be the laſt in Order of Dignity ;/ forme 
* r 
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having entertained a very mean Opinion of 
him as @ Prophet. ' And 'tis very certain, 
that he was guilty of ſome great Failings, 
and grievous Offences, that leſſen and obſcure 
his Character: But then tis as certain, that 
he was endued likewiſe with ſome eminent 
Virtues and Qualities, among which {to 
mention no more at preſent) I cannot but 
take Notice of his free, voluntary, and ge- 
nerous Offer, to lay down his own Life, 
for the Preſervation of the Lives of all thoſe 
that were in the Ship with him. For when 
there aroſe a mighty Tempeſt in the Sea, 
ſo that the Ship was like to be broken, and 
they were all in great Jeopardy, and had 
caſt Lots to-know for whoſe Sake the Tem- 
peſt was ſent, and the Lot fell upon Jonah, 
upon further Inquiry he frankly told them 
the whole Truth, and that for his Sake this 
great Tempeſt was upon them; and then 
freely offered himſelf as a Ranſom for them, 
adviſing them to take him up, and to caſt 
him into the Sea, and aſſuring them, that 
thereupon the Sea would be calm. Now 
this generous Propoſal of the Prophet, to be 
caſt away for the ſaving of others, was an 
eminent Type of the Sacrifice of the Death 
of Chriſt, that great Free-Will Offering that 
was made upon the Croſs for the Redemption 
of Mankind. Tis true, this is not com- 
monly thought to be implied in the Prophecy 
.of - Jpnab, nor is it mentioned by our Saviour 
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in his Application of this Part of that Pro- 
phecy to himſelf, The Prophet is only ſet 
forth in expreſs Terms, as a Type of his 
Burial and Reſurrection. For as Jonah was 
three Days and three Nights in the Whale's 
_ Belly, ſays our Lord, ſo ſhall alſo the Son of Man 
be three Days and three Nights, in the Heart 
of the Earth, But tho* this only be men- 
tioned, why might not the other Part of the 
Hiſtory be intended as a Typical Repre- 
ſentation of the Death and Sacrifice, as this 
was of the Burial and Reſurrection of Chriſt ? 
The Words of our Saviour, in the ſtrict 
Senſe, and taken by themſelves, ſignify no 
more than his Burial; but yet as they refer 
to another ſubſequent Event, the Fiſh's caſt- 
ing out Jonab upon dry Land, they muſt be 
allowed to point at his Reſurrection; and if 
they imply a ſubſequent Event, why may 
they not look: back likewiſe to one preceding, 
diz. The Ground or Reaſon of his being caſt 
into the Sea, which was his own mere Mo- 
tion, and voluntary Offering? For he made 
the firſt Offer himſelf, and upon this Con- 
ſideration, that if the Mariners caſt him forth 
into the Sea, they would be ſafe, and the 
Sea would be calm. Thus, to all human 
Appearance, he freely and willingly expoſed 
himſelf, for the Sake of others, to inevitable 
Death. And what could more lively typify 
the Free-Will Offering of Criſt? Tis true, 
at laſt he did not die, neither was Jaac ſlain, 

B 2 tho 


| (4) 
tho' his Father's Hand was lifted up to give 
the fatal Stroke, and yet was a ſignal Ty 
of the Death of Chriſt z and fo migh * 
other, notwithſtanding his wil Br "Pra 
ſervation, eſpecially when 'tis conſidered; 
that that very Preſervation was defi 
as a Figute of a much greater Event, even 
our Lord's rifing again the third Day. When 
Jonab made known his Caſe and Con- 
dition, and told the Men of his Country and 
Religion, of the God whom he ſerved, and 
of xn Occaſion of his coming into the Ship, 
and had withal declared, that the only Way 
to ſave themſelves from the Danger they wert 
In, was to caſt him into the Sea, the Ma- 
riners were at a Stand, and in a great Strait 
what to do. Being willing to fave their owti 
Lives, and unwilling to take away the Life 
of another, they tried once mote what their 
Strength and Skill could do, and therefore 
rowed hard to bring the Ship to Land: But 
when they found that all their Endeavours 
were vain, and that che Sea ftill wrought and 
was tempeſtuous, they then implored the God 
of Hrael, whoſe Servant Jonah profeſſed him- 
ſelf to be, that this Act of theirs, which was 
neither voluntary, nor choſen by them, might 
not be imputed to them as a Crime, her. 
fore they cried unto the Lord, and ſaid, Wa 
beſeech thee, O Lord, we befeech — * ui 


eriſh for this Man's Life 
8 11 Lo Blood: moan 0 2 
This 


buſt done as it Pleaſed thee, 


(s) 

This Prayer is no othet than the Voice of 
Nature, or the pute Dictate of Natural Re- 
ligion, and what any Perſon, by the Light 
of Reaſon, without the Help of Revelation, 
might have been prompted to make. For 
to take away the Life of any Man, without an 
expreſs or - ſufficient Warrant from juſt Au- 
thority, muſt appear, in the Eye of natural 
Reaſon, to be an unjuſtifiable and eriminal 
Act. But the Caſe of the Mariners in the 
Text was otherwiſe; and yet they were not 
free from fearful Apptehenſions of doing 
amiſs. For tho' they had not only the Con- 
fent, but the Requeſt of the Perſon that was 
to ſuffer ; tho' they had Reaſon to believe 
him as a Prophet, and that he could not adviſe 


them to what was directly ſinful and unlaw- 


ful, eſpecially in a Matter that concerned his 
own Life; tho' God himſelf likewiſe did, in 
ſome Meaſure, fignify his Pleaſure in this 
Caſe, by the caſting of Lots, and ſuffering 
the Lot to fall upon Jonab, and by con- 
tinuing the Tempeſt u them, of all 
which they were ſenfible themſelves, as they 
confeſs in the latter Part of the Text ; and 
laſtly, tho' to outward Appearance they muſt 
all have periſhed if they had not taken this 
Method, yet ſtill they were afraid, and would 
not venture to proceed, before they had re- 
commended themſelves to the Mercy of God, 
and beſought him not to lay upon them 
innocent Blood, Now ſuch an 9 


©. + Wo 
from Mariners, from Heathens, from Strun- 
gers, of ſo great an Averſion and Tendernek 
to take away the Life of another, notwith- 
ſtanding the moſt weighty Conſiderations, 
that could well be urged for that Purpoſe, 
and of their great Readineſs to implore the 
Divine Mercy on that Account, is ſurely 
more than enough, not only to ' condemn 
thoſe barbarous Regicides, who made ng 
Scruple to imbrue their Hands in the Blood 
of the Lord's Anointed, but likewiſe to ſhame 
and reprove thoſe of the Separation, who 
have hitherto refuſed to join with us, in de- 
precating the Vengeance due to the Blood- 
Guiltineſs of this Day. From this remark- 
able Paſſage therefore, as now explained, I 
ſhall take Occaſion to lay before yau theſe 
two Things. | | 


Firſt, I ſhall endeavour from hence to 
make ſome Eſtimate of the Greatneſs 
of that Guilt, which was contracted 
ſhedding the Blood of the Royal Martyr, 
by comparing both Caſes together, 


Secondly, I ſhall ſhew, that tis the Duty 

of all the People of this Land, to de- 
plore the Guilt, and deprecate the Judg- 
ments, that may juſtly be inflicted upon 
us, for this national and crying Enor- 
mity. TR 


Fir, 
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Firſt, I ſhall endeavour to make ſome 
Eſtimate from hence of the Greatneſs of 
that Guilt, which was contracted by the ſhed- 
ding the Blood of the Royal Martyr : And 


this muſt be done by a Compariſon of the 


two Caſes, whereby the Difference between 
them will evidently appear, particularly from 
the few following Conſiderations. 

1. Jonah had been greatly diſobedient 
unto God, and fled from his Preſence, as 
unwilling, and reſolving not to deliver the 
Meſſage which God commanded him, and 
which properly belonged to his Office; at 
which the very Mariners expreſſed a great 
Surprize, when he told them of it, (ver. 10.) 
Then were the Men exceedingly afraid, and 


faid unto him, Why haſt thou done this? And 


if the Prophet that denounced Evil againſt 
Samaria, was puniſhed by God in an exem- 
plary Manner, for hearkening to the Sugge- 
ſtions of a lying Prophet, contrary to the 
expreſs Command of God himſelf, that he 
ſhould eat no Bread, and drink no Water in 
that Place ; and if thereupon he had the 
Sentence of Death pronounced upon him, by 


the Mouth of the ſame Prophet that had de- 


ceived him, and at the ſame Table where he 
had tranſgreſſed, and a Lion ſoon after in the 
Way met him and flew him; if this Prophet, 


+ 1 Kings xiii. 9. 
| | ; {I tay, 


(8) 
J ay, was fo ſignally puniſhed for only ſuf- 
fering himſelf to be betrayed and deluded WM 
by a lying and falſe Spirit, how could Jonah i 

to eſcape, who had been guilty of ſuch MW 

a wilful, deliberate, and preſumptuous Act of i 

Diſobedience? And therefore the Mariners, 

if they had had no other Reaſon, might hae 

hoped to be excuſed, for vindicating the 

Cauſe of God, in caſting his rebellious Pro- 
phet into the Sea: And yet we ſee how cau- 

tious and ſcrupulous they were in this Cafe, 

But was there any Thing like this in the Cafe 

of King Charles the Firſt? He was ſo fat 

from being diſobedient to God, that he 
ſuffered for his Obedience to him. Tus 
his Zeal for Religion, that created him the 
greateſt Oppoſition ; 'twas his Stedfaſtneſ 
in the Faith, that raiſed him Enemies in the 

State ; and his true Concern for the Church, 

that made him ſubmit to die, rather than 

not defend it. He was likewiſe fo far from 
fleeing from the Preſence of God, as Jongh 

did, that he was forcibly driven from his 

own Palace and uſual Place of Worſhip; 

made an Exile in his own Kingdom; con- 
ſtrained to wander like holy David, from 

Place to Place Yo find Refuge; purſued as 

Partridge upon the Mountains; cut off from 

all perſonal Communication with his Royal 

Conſort, his Parliament, and his Children: 

And when he could no longer ſhelter and 

ſecure himſelf from the Rebel-Army, he 
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entruſted his Perſon with thoſe Men, who by 
the baſeſt Treachery ſoon after ſet a Price 
upon his Head, and ſold him into the 
Hands of thoſe that ſought his Life. At 
firſt he was in the keeping of the more mo- 
derate of the Party, but was ſoon raviſhed 
from them by the Hands of the Violent; 
who, when they had him, reſolved to make 
ſhort Work of it, and by taking off the King, 
to finiſh and compleat their long-projected 
Scheme of an impious Anarchy or tyran- 
nical * 

2. The Mariners in the Text were in the 
utmoſt Danger of their Lives. A mighty 
Tempeſt lay upon them, and they could nei- 
ther by hard rowing bring the Ship to Land, 
nor hope to live long in the open Sea. Add 
to this, that Jonah, by his own Confeſſion, 
was the Occaſion of the Danger they were 
in, and that God ſent this Tempeſt upon 
them, for his Sake or upon his Account, 
and that they could not be ſafe, but by 
caſting him into the Sea: And yet they 
were ſtill afraid to do it. How diſtant, how 
widely diſtant, was this from the Temper 
of thoſe in this Nation, who firſt raiſed 
Storms and Tempeſts in the State, and then 
gave Occaſion to the mournful Solemnity 
of this Day? And yet had the Face to 
charge all the Miſeries and Misfortunes of 
thoſe Times, upon that righteous King, as 
the Heathens uſed to charge the Primitive 

C Chriſtians 


(10) 
Chriſtians with all the Calamities that hap- 
pened in the Roman State. But there were 
ſo many Trumpeters of Sedition and Re- 
bellion in that Reign, and ſuch furious un- 
governable Spirits, that watched all Oppor- 
tunities to raiſe Combuſtions, to diſtreſs 
and embarraſs the King in all bis Defigns 
and Proceedings, and to widen the Breach 
between him and his People, that they ſeem- 
ed to aim at nothing lets than to ſet all in a 
Flame. But ſuppoſe the King had been 
the Author or Occaſion of the Troubles 
they complained of, could nothing ſatisfy iſ 
them, or cool their Reſentments, but the 
Effuſion of his Blood, and depriving him of 
his Liberty, his Crown, and his Life? The 
Mariners would not offer the leaſt Violence 
to a Man that endangered their own Lives, 
nor ſuffer a Hair of his Head to perifh, 
till he himſelf conſtrained them to take 
this Method to pacify the Divine Indig- 
nation; and they had fo far afterwards the 
Approbation of God for what they did, 
that the Storm immediately ceafed, and the 
Sea was calm. But the Regicides of this 
Day plainly ſhewed by their horrid Deed, 
that they feared neither God nor Man, but 
acted according to the Extent of their u- 
ſurped Power, making their Strength the 
Law of Juſtice, and, under Colour of re- 
moving one pretended Evil, mvolved the 
Nation in a Deluge of Wickedneſs and 
Calamity. 3. The 
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v1 þ The Mariners proceeded with the 
greateſt Deliberation, and with the greateſt 
Reluctance in what they did, and would 
not at laſt comply with Jonab's Advice, 
of caſting him forth into the Sea, before they 
had tried all other Means of Preſervation, 
and not even then till they had implored 
the Mercy and Forgiveneſs of God, it they 
happened in this Cafe to be miſtaken, or to 
do amiſs. But the Actors in this Day's 
diſmal Tragedy, plunged themſelves head- 
long, and all at once, into the very Depths 
of Wickedneſs. The Fact indeed was too 
horrid and ghaſtly, to bear any ſuch Thing 
as cool Reaſoning, or ſerious Conſultation ; 
and tho' they erected what they called An 
High Court of Fuſtice for the Trial of the 
King; yet even in this Sham-Court, and 
under this Mock-Authority, neither was the 
King permitted to ſpeak for himſelf, nor 
would any Evidence have been admitted 

on his Side, if any ſuch had dared to appear: 
So that they themſclves, were both Accuſers, 
Witneſſes, and Judges, at the ſame Time, 
and in the ſame Cauſe, So far were they 
from conſulting others, or acting with Cau- 
tion in this Matter, that they uſed the moſt 
wicked Artifice to conceal their Deſign; 
and when that could not be done, they ſhut 
their Ears againſt the loud Cries of great 
Part of the Nation; were deaf to the earneſt 


Remonſtrances of the Preſbyterians; to ul 
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and their own lawful King and Sovereign, 


Averſeneſs to the laſt, to caſt Jonab into 


to do it. The Regicides went on in their 


10 
the Interceſſions of foreign Ambaſſadors; to 
all the Importunities of their own Friends 
and Relations; and to the preſſing Inſtances 
of their own General Fairfax; and had no 
Manner of Regard to their own former 
ſolemn Profeſſions and Declarations. In 
ſhort, when they were reſolved to ſeize on 
the Inheritance, nothing could hinder them 
from deſtroying the Lord and Owner of 
it. 

The Sum of what has been ſaid in this 
Compariſon, is this The Mariners, after 
much Struggle with themſelves, caſt into 
the Sea one that was a perfect Stranger to 
them, but who had acknowledged that he 
had greatly offended his God, and greatly 
endangered them, by coming amongſt them. 
The Regicides of this Day, threw their 
very Pilot over-board, and perſecuted and 
deſtroyed not only the Lord's Anointed, 
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but one like David, a Man after God's 
own Heart, a Man of exemplary Piety and 
heroick Goodneſs, a Father of his Country, 
and a true Lover of his People. The Ma- 
riners ſhewed a great Unwillingneſs and 


the Sca, tho' adviſed and deſired by himſelf 


black Deſign, in the moſt daring Manner, 
without any ſeeming Check or Remorſe, 
and cut off a moſt righteous and gracious 


Prince, 
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Prince, tho” preſſed on all Sides not to do it. 
The Mariners were in the utmoſt Peril 
of their Lives, and might have pleaded for 
themſelves, that it was expedient that one 
Man ſhould die, and that the whole Crew 

riſh not ; and yet could ſcarce prevail with 
themſelves to make Trial of this —7.— 
tho' it proved the happy Means of ſaving 
themſelves and the Ship too. But the Re- 
gicides were in no Manner of Danger, and 
no Way neceſſitated to uſe any deſperate 
Remedy: On the contrary, they had the 
Command of All, and then lorded it over 
three Kingdoms; and were ſo far from con- 
ſulting the Peace and Safety of the Nation, 
or their own Security, in what they did, 
that they brought thereby utter Ruin and 
Deſolation, and ſuch an unmeaſurable Load 


of Guilt, Infamy, and Miſery, upon 'them- 
ſelves and upon all the People, as has mi- 


niſtred but too juſt an Occaſion ever fince 


for ſerious Lamentation, and the moſt ſo- 


lemn Acts of Repentance and Humiliation. 
And this leads me to 

The Second Thing to be conſidered, 
namely, The Duty incumbent on all the 
People of the Land, to deplore the Guilt, 
and deprecate the Judgments, that may 
juſtly be inflicted upon us, for the national 
and crying Sin of this Day. Por national 


Sins call for national Judgments ; and theſe 


can be prevented or averted, only by a na- 
tional 


( 14 ) 
tional Humiliation and Repentance. And 
that the Sin of this Day is to be reckoned 
the Sin of the whole Nation, may appear, 
among other Reaſons, from conſiden 
— Perſon ſuffering, and the Perſons 

W 
As to the Perſon ſaſfering. We are w 
remember that this was not a ſolitary or 
private Perſon, but the Head and Roms 
lentative of the whole Body politick; and 
tho' ſome Limbs or * — may be taken 
off, without the Ruin or Demolition of 
the Body; yet here the Body itſelf wa | 
loſt or killed in the Head, ſince one cannot 
ſurvive the Deſtruction of the other. Far 
"tis the Head in the political, as well as 
the natural Conſtitution, that communicates 
Life, Vigour, and Spirits, to the ſeveral 
Parts : So that in deſtroying one they mult 
neceſſarily deſtroy the other; and therefore, 
in this Caſe, we may truly and properly 
ſay, that a whole Nation was cut off at 
one Blow, and that Church and State fell 
with King Charles the Firſt : Conſequently 
with Reſpect to the Perſon ſuffering, this 
could be no other than a national Sin, which 
requires a national Humiliation; and there 
is no Perſon ſo pure or righteous, ſo free 
or exempt in this Caſe, who is not obliged 
to bewail-the Guilt of it, and to 1 
the Vepgeanch that is due to i - i 


; : \ 


Then 
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- Then with reſpect to the Perfons offending. 


Tho' thoſe more immediately concerned 
were but few in Number, no more, as it 
were, than a Handful of Men m Com- 
parifon of the reſt; yet they aſſumed and 
acted in the Name of all the People of 
England, and afterwards by the Permiſſion 
of Providence, uſurped and exerciſed a Power 
and Authority, over the whole Nation for 
many Years together. Not to - mention, 
that great Part of the Nation might be very 
blameable, in not being more vigorous and 
active, in oppoſing and endeavouring to 
hinder the Murder of their Sovereign. And 
no doubt the Sins of All, more or leſs, or 
ſome Way or other, contributed to the 
bringing down that heavy Judgment upon 
them. 

But for the clearer Apprehenſion of this 
Matter, it will be neceſſary to diſtinguiſh 
here, between a national Af, and a na- 
tional Sin. For 'tis certain that there may 
be a national Sin, when the outward Act 
which conſtituted the Sin, cannot ſtrictly 
or properly be called national. Thus in the 
preſent Caſe, the Act itſelf was ſudden and 
violent, ſhort and tranſient, and committed 
only by a few abandoned Miſcreants ; but 
the Guilt of this Act is of a deep Dye, and 
of a laſting and extenſive Nature, looking 
backward to many preceding Facts that 
opened and led the Way to it, and reachin 
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forward to all ſecret Likings and Apa 
itz 


bations, as well as open juſtiſications o 


and ſo affecting many more Perſons in both 


Ways, than can be known or well ima- 


gined, unleſs we could reſolve all the Que- 


ſtions that may be raiſed upon this Point; 
among which I ſhall mention only this one 
that has been hinted before, viz. Whether 
the Neglect of the Royaliſts to interpoſe 
in their King's Behalf, in order to prevent 


his Murder, by a verbal Remonſtrance at 


leaſt, if they could not venture upon actual 
Force, might not be imputed to them by 
God, as a criminal Neglect, and bring them 
in as partly acceſſary to the Guilt of this 
Day? For my Part, I can't affirm that 
it will, nor can any one prove that it will 
not. I only obſerve, that in this and all 
other Caſes of ſo heinous, publick, and com- 

licated a Nature, there is a certain noxious 
Quality, that ſpreads itſelf all around, and 
threatens Infection to all that are within 
the Verge of it's Influence and Power, Or 
to illuſtrate this by another Compariſon —— 
Such publick and frightful Enormities that 
ripen by Degrees, and are compleated at 
laſt by a ſmall number of Men, are like 
thoſe dangerous Indraughts which Mariners 
have diſcovered in ſome Seas, and which they 
are ſo careful to avoid, the Force or Suction, 
of which is in ſome Places of wide Extent, 
and endangers all Veſſels that come or 
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the Reach of it, tho tis only the Centre 
or Whirlpool itſelf, that actually ſinks and 
ſwallows them up. But to all this it may 
ſtill be objected, that our wiſe Legiſlature 
ſeem to have had other Sentiments of this 
Matter; becauſe tis ſaid in the Act for 
appointing the Thirtieth of January, that 
The fanatick Rage of a Few Wiſcreants 
flands charged by our Adverſaries to the 
whole Nation, To which I anſwer, that 
the Parliament could judge only e 
outward Ad, and that by this only - 
gers and Foreigners ought to judge, and 
be determined likewiſe : And this was the 
Act only of a feu. But who knows the 
Extent of it's Guilt, where it begins or 
where it ends, what previous and ſubſe- 
quent Facts may be comprehended under 
it, and how many Conſciences have been 
defiled or affected by it? Theſe are Things 
known only to God, and which the Laws 
and Judgments of Men, can never fully 
reach or penetrate. And yet if we con- 
ſider the Strictneſs and Rigour of the Goſ- 
pel of Chri/t in this Reſpect, which brings 
ſecret Hatred, and open opprobrious Lan- 
guage, within the Reach of the Sin of 
Murder +, we can't but fear that the Fact 
of this Day, was of a much more extenſive 
Guilt, than is commonly ſappoſed. 0 But 


+ Matth, v. 21, 22, John iii. 15. 
* however 


ET Wt 
however that be, and allowing that thig 
was not a national Af, yet, for ought that 
appears to the contrary, it may truly and 
properly be called a national Sin, with re- 
ſpect to the Perſons offending, as well ' as 
the Perſon ſuffering; which is all that 1 
endeavour to prove. And this obliges to 
a national Humiliation, as it ſubjects all, 
without Exception, to the Viſitation and 
Vengeance of the Almighty; ſo that tho 
we are really or perſonally innocent, we 
ought to humble ourſelves before God, 
and to act the Part of publick Penitents. 
For in this Caſe, we are to conſider our- 
ſelves not as ſingle Perſons, but as Part of 
a Society, that has incurred the Divine 
Diſpleaſure, and ſo are equally liable to the 
ſame Inconveniencies, Dangers, and Suf- 
ferings, with the other Parts; as all that 
fail in the ſame Veſſel, run the ſame Ha- 
zard. Suppoſe then that they were but few 
to whom the Bloodguiltineſs of this Day 
can ſtrictly be imputed ; yet there are In- 
ſtances more than enough in Scripture, of 
God's puniſhing or threatening a whole 
People or Nation for the Sins of a very 
few, and ſometimes only of ſingle Perſons, 
For to begin with the Inſtance in the Text, 
was not the Ship's Crew in Danger of 
nihing, for the Perverſeneſs and Diſobe- 
dience only of Jonah? And ſo likewiſe in 
the Days of Jeſbua, when Achan the ow 
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of Carmi had committed a Treſpaſs in the 


accurſed Thing, the Army of the Jſrae/ztes 


could no longer ſtand before their Enemies, 
till they had humbled themſelves by faſting 
and Prayer, and removed the accurſed Thing, 
and puniſhed the Tranſgreſſor *: Upon 
this God was reconciled to them, and made 
them again victorious over their Enemies. 
So likewiſe in the Days of King David, 
God ſent a Famine upon the Land for 
ſome particular Crime, and when they 
enquired for what Cauſe it was ſent, the 
Anſwer was, It is for Saul and for his 
bloody Houſe, becauſe he flew the Gibeon- 
ites +: And after the Sons of Saul were 
put to death for this, the Anger of the 
Lord was pacified, and this Judgment re- 
moved. So again, when David himſelf 
had ſinned in numbering the 9 God 
ſent a Peſtilence upon them to leſſen their 
Number; and this Leſſening would have 
been much greater, if he had not imme- 
diately, by the Direction of an Angel, built 
an Altar and offered Sacrifice: Then was 
God appeaſed, and the Plague was ſtayed ||. 
Once more; That heinous Wickedneſs of 
the Men of Gibeab, in relation to the Le- 
vite's Concubine, was puniſhed by God in 
a moſt exemplary Manner, by cutting off 
almoſt one whole Tribe from Jrael, the 


* Joſh, vii + 2 Sam. xxi.t. | bid. xxiv. 
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{ 26 } 
Tribe of Benjamin, for conniving at "and 
not puniſhing the Offenders, —_ | 
ed by their Brethren ſo to do +. 
that which ſtill comes nearer to the pte- 
ſent Caſe, the Day on which Gedaliab the 
Son of Abikam was murdered, whom the 
King of Babylon had made Governot ovet 
the Remnant of the Iſraelites that wert 
left in the Land of Judea, after he had 
carried the reſt away captive to Babylon; 
this Day, I fay, was afterwards religiouſſy 
obſerved for many Years with Faſting and 
Humiliation, and was called the Faſt 
the ſeventh Month. Nor do we want 
Examples of Heathens in this Caſe, or with 
reſpect to the Obligation of humbling - our» 
ſelves, as particularly of the Mariners in 
the Text, who, when they caſt Jonah into 
the Sea, at his Defire, but againſt their 
own Will, implored the Divine Clemency, 
and prayed God that he would not 1 
n them the Guilt of innocent Blood. 
Thus does God ſend us to the Heathen 
to learn Inſtruction in this Point, and lets 
us ſee, by their Example, how far the Light 
of Nature, when left to itſelf, would direct 
Men in ſach Caſes. And are not all theſe 
Inſtances ſufficient to convince our D, 
ſenting Brethren of their Obligation in this 
Reſpect? Eſpecially if they conſider, as they 


I Judg. xx. 


ought, 
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ought, that their Forefathers might have no 
ſmall Share in the Guilt of this Day, as 
they all along ſided with thoſe that oppo- 
ſed the King. And tho' afterwards ſome 
of them repented, when it was too late to 
ſtop the fatal Blow, and proteſted and re- 
monſtrated againſt taking away the King's 
Life; yet neither juſt after his Death, nor 
at any other Time ever fince, have they, 
by any publick or ſolemn Act of Humi- 
liation, teſtified" their Abhorrence of that 
execrable Fact, or prayed God that the 
Guilt of that innocent Blood might not 
be laid to their Charge. I wiſh they would 
ſeriouſly confider this, for their own Sake, 
and for the Nation's Sake. *Tis to no Pur- 
poſe for them to ſay, that they cannot think 
themſelves obliged to lament a Sin, that 
was committed ſo many Years ago; ſince 
God has ſo peremptorily declared, that he 
will viſit the Sins of the Fathers upon the 
Children to the third and fourth Generation: 
And therefore a Sin committed an hundred 
Years ago, is the very ſame in his Sight, as 
one that was committed but yeſterday, if 
not repented of and atoned for, Were there 
Grounds for any Doubt or Scruple in this 
Matter, God himſelf has taken Care to re- 


move all ſuch, by giving very plain and po- 
ſitive Directions in Eaenig of a like Caſe. 


5 
F one be found flain in the Land which the 
Lord thy God giveth thee to poſſeſs it, lying in 
the Field, and it be not known who hath 1 

1 7 n 


5 1 
him +, In this Caſe God directs, in the fol- 
lowing Words, that the Elders of the City 
next to the Slain, ſhall bring down an Heifer 
into the Valley, and there ſtrike off his Neck, 
and afterwards- waſh their Hands over him, 
and then uſe this ſolemn Form of Proteſta- 
tion and Deprecation. Our Hands have not 
Jhed this Blood, neither have our Eyes ſeen it. 
Be merciful, O Lord, unto thy People of I,. 
rael, whom thou haſt redeemed ; and lay not in- 
nocent Blood unto thy People of Iſrael's Charge, 
And then 'tis ſaid, The Blood ſhall be forgiven 
them ; which plainly ſhews, that the Guilt of 
ſuch Blood, tho' they were no Way acceſſary 
to the ſhedding. of it, would ſtill. lie upon 
them, and ſubje& them to the divine Viſita- 
tion or to temporal Judgments, till they took 
this Method to clear themſelves, and to pa- 
cify the Anger of the Almighty. And can 
any Thing be plainer or more expreſs, or fuller 
to the Purpoſe, than this Injunction? But 
perhaps 'twill be ſaid, that this is only a C- 
remonial Law, and no Way binding to us. 
But we ſhould conſider, that there is agreat deal 
of Morality in ſome of theſe Ceremonial Pre- 
cepts, and tis the Duty of Chriſtians to ſepa- 
rate one from the other. The only Ceremo- 
nial Part here (which is likewiſe very ſigniſi- 
cant) is killing the Heifer in the Manner pre- 
ſcribed, and waſhing the Hands over him: 
But praying that innocent Blood whenever it 
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is ſhed, may not be laid to our Charge, or 
viſited upon us, is a moral and religious Du- 
ty, highly proper and expedient, if not indiſ- 
penſably neceſſary, as any ſerious Man would 
be apt to think, that duly conſiders the Strict- 
neſs and Peremptorineſs of the Divine Purpoſe 
to make Inquiſition for Blood, as delivered by 
God himſelf to Noah and his Sons juſt after 
the Flood, Surely your Blood of your Lives 
will T require ; at the Hand of every Beaſt will 
I require it ; and at the Hand of Man, at the 
Hand of every Man's Brother will I require 
the Life of Man +, When God reproved Cain 
for this Sin, he told him, That the Voice of his 
Brother's Blood criedunto him from the Ground. 
Here innocent Blood, when ſhed, is faid to 
have a Voice, and that Voice to be a crying one, 
and that Cry to reach from Earth to Heaven, 
and to call down Vengeance from thence. And 
therefore God commanded the Mraelites to uſe 
the Method beforementioned, both for diſco- 
vering the Guilty, and to open a Way for him 
to ſhew Mercy to the Innocent, who would 
otherwiſe have ſtood expoſed to, and lain with- 
in, the Reach of his Judgments, when he came 
to viſit for thatSin, But by obſerving this Me- 
thod, they cleared themſelves both from Guilt 
and Puniſhment. Now the Reaſon of the 
Thing is ſtill the ſame. Bloodguiltineſs ſubjects 
even the innocent Part of Mankind, Chriſtians 
as well as Jews, to a Viſitation from God; and 
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624) 
therefore ſomething of the like Means will be 
neceſſary for our Security as was for their's, or 
in order to avert the impending Stroke from 
our own Heads. And it we refuſe Compli- 
ance with this, on Pretence of our own gere- 
nal Innocence, (tho' with Reſpect to the (un- 
munity upon which ſuch Guilt is chargeable, 
there is none to be eſteemed innocent, no, nat one) 
we do thereby render ourſelves really guilty, 
or juſtly obnoxious to the Vengeance of God, 
and do what in us lies to endanger the Safety of 
the whole Community, which is generally the 
fame in one Age, as in another. For Nations, 
States, and Kingdoms, while they continue in 
a Way of Succeſſion, are no other than larget 
Families, and God conſiders and deals with 
them accordingly ; that is, he looks upon every 
Nation or Kingdom as ſtill one and the ſame, 
tho' in a continual Flux, or made up of a Suc- 
ceſſion of different Members, even as a River 
is always the ſame, tho' the Waters thereof are 
continually changing. And therefore tho' we 
are removed at fo great a Diſtance fram the 
bloody Fact of this Day, we are ſtill the ſame 
People in the Eyes of God, and liable to the 
fame Judgments that our Forefathers were, 
unleſs we take Care to prevent them, by ob- 
ſerving the Method which God has preſcribed ; 
that is, by joining in a publick and national 
Humiliation ; which (whatever our Fathers 
may have ſuffered on this Account thra' their 
own Neglect, or our Children may hereafter 
ſuffer upon the ſame) will be our-beft F = 
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and conſtant Security againſt any Remainder of 
Wrath that may ſtill lie treaſured up for the 
complicated Guilt of this Day. And that we 
may be incited to a ſtricter and more religious 
Obſervance of this ſad Solemnity for the future, 


let us conſider again the Caſe of the Jews, and 


ſee how much more equitable and forcible, the 
Precept enjoined unto them, will appear to be, 
when applied to the preſent Caſe. It they then 
were obliged to take ſuch a Courſe to avoid the 

Puniſhmeat due to other Men's Sins; (with re- 

ſpect to this World, I mean, not to 
ſo holy an Office, as is beforemen 
enjoined by God to be performed by the Elders 

of Iſrael; if ſuch ſolemn purging and clearing 

of themſelves was required of them, on account 

of one ſingle Perſon's being found ſlain by ſome 

unknown Hand : What publick Humiliations 

and Prayers, what ſolemn and united Depreca- 
tions muſt be neceſſary, when innocent Blood 
is ſhed, not ſecretly but openly, not the Blood 
of a private obſcure Perſon, but of a righteous 
and religious King, the publick Head and Re- 
preſentative of the whole Body of the People, 
who was cut off at once, neither in the Field of 
Battle, nor by foreign Enemies, but by theHands 
of Violence, by the Hands of his own Subjects, 
in the Face of the Sun, before his own royal 
Palace, in Defiance of all Laws, and in Con» 
tempt of all that is ſacred? What Lamentations, 
I ſay, and Deprecations does ſo complicated and 
and aggravated a Guiltas this call for? And who 
is there amongſt us ſo righteous, as to think 
E himſelf 


next) it 
oned, was 
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bimſelf excuſed from, or not included in, the 
general Obligation? II God's expreſs and po- 
ſitive Command, (and has been the Practiee of 
Jes and Heathens) when any innocent Blood 
is ſhed, for Men to humble themſelves before 
him, and to implore his Mercy for the fame. 
For Blood defileth the Land , and is one of thoſe 
Abominations that are ſaid to ſpue out the Inha- 
bitants 7, and is not to be expiated but by the 
Blood of the Offender ||, or by ſolemn Prayer 
and Humiliation, We ſee what a long Train of 
Evils has attended the ſhedding of the Blood of 
Chriſt, and that horrid Imprecation of the Few: 
upon themſelves and their Poſterity, His Blood 
be on us and upon our Children, And fo it has 
been with a Vengeance. For this one Sin 
have now lien under the Curſe of God for near 
ſeventeen hundred Years together ; and yet for 
all this his Anger is not turned away, but his 
Hand is till flretched out againſt them. And 
we have Reaſon to fear that the Blood of our 
martyred Sovereign is not yet fully atoned for, 
nor ever will be, till we are more united and 
more earneſt in deprecating the Vengeance of 
Heaven on that account, I wiſh thoſe that are 
not a little concerned in this Matter, were now 
preſent to hear me; becauſe tis not out of any 
III-will, or witha Deſign toupbraid or reproach 
them, but from a true Affection and Concern 
for them, that I ſpeak this. Their joining with 
us in performing the ſolemn Office appointed 


| + Numb, xxxv, 33. 2 Lev. xvii. 28. Deut. 
xix. 10, 13. 
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627) 
for the Thirtieth or Tbirty-finſt of January, 


| would be a likely Means to remove the Judg- 


ments of God from us, and might help to pro- 
cure many and great Bleſſings to this Nation. 
And why ſhould they any longer withſtand fo 
defirable an End, ſo bleſſed an Union? Their 

aſt Neglect might be owing to Ignorance, or 
Prejudice, or Want of Conſideration, Their 
future Compliance will ſhew that this Neg- 
le& of theirs did not proceed from a Spirit of 
Obſtinacy, Oppoſition, or Contempt ; or if it 
did in any Meaſure, that they have ſince laid it 
aſide. And as they now occaſionally attend up- 
on the Service of our Church on other Days, it 
were much to be wiſhed, that for the future 
they would conſtantly attend upon this. And 
may God in his Mercy incline them to ſo. wiſe 
and pious a Reſolution, that makes ſo much 
for their own Peace, and the Peace and Pro- 
ſperity of this ſuffering Nation, 

In the mean while, let none of our Com- 
munion, that have Opportunity and are able to 
attend, abſent themſelves from this anniverſary 
Solemnity, for which a moſt pious and pathe- 
tick Office is proyided, ſuited to the mournful 
Occaſion, and full of the Doctrine contained in 


the Text; in which the Language is ſo moving 


and inſtructive, and the ſeveral devotional Parts 
ſo ſolemn and edifying, that no Man who has 
any trueSenſeof Piety, would willingly deprive 
himſelf of the Benefit of ſo uſeful and religious 


a Service. It is indeed both a Service and a Ser- 
mon, and ſufficient to ſupply the Defects of 


all 
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